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The Jewish-Christian encounter has influenced and been influenced by the evolution of civilisation and culture, both for good and for ill. Take, for example, the record of the German Mennonite community. As Melanie Wright has shown, although core elements of Anabaptist theology -radical Church-state separation and pacifism -should (if one assumes that having the right theology leads to right action) have prevented them from participating in Nazism, Ger- At the same time, however, the Dictionary deliberately avoids offering either a Jewish approach to the relationship or a Christian one; nor, while it necessarily deals with the subject, is its principal focus on dialogue between the two religions -dialogue is a subsection of Jewish-Christian relations but not its equivalent. In other words, the guiding criterion for the choice of entries has not been their significance to the understanding of Judaism or Christianity (or even both); rather, it has been their significance to the encounter between Judaism and Christianity. No doubt, as with any work of this kind, there are other subjects we might have included, as well as differences in emphasis and approach between related subjects, but every entry aims to describe and evaluate the importance of its subject to the encounter, and that importance is the touchstone against which both its inclusion and its treatment have been rigorously tested.
In providing a broader basis for a discourse about Judaism and Christianity than has ever been achieved before, the Dictionary will, we hope, not only help establish boundaries for the field of study, but will also provide a valuable insight into the relationship 
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